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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Application No. 10/71 3,830 filed 1 1/14/2003. 
Claims 1-80 are pending and have been examined. 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 03/30/2004, 
09/26/2006, 05/07/2007 and 10/29/2007 were considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-12, 14-17, 19-22, 24-27, 29-33, 35-39, 41-43, 55-57, 59-67, 

69-78 and 80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang (US 

Patent Application Publication 2002/0191950). 

Consider claim 1 , Wang clearly teaches a data processing apparatus 
comprising: 
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a combining device for combining main data including at least one of 
audio data and image data with associated information indicating limitation 
information for limiting reproduction operation of said main data when 
reproducing the main data; (Fig. 6: Video plus content classification 
signal creation device 220 combines the audio and video data with a 
classification signal, which limits the reproduction of the video 
signal, [0028] and [0073].) 

a transmitting device for transmitting said main data combined with said 
associated information. (Fig. 6: The combined signal is transmitted 
over bus 222a, [0073].) 

Consider claim 2, Wang clearly teaches said associated information comprises 
frame rate information indicating a frame rate of said main data. (The content 
classification signal contains information limiting the playback of the video 
signal to a certain playback speed, frame rate, [0028].) 

Consider claim 3, Wang clearly teaches said limitation information includes 
information for limiting reproduction speed of said main data. ([0028]) 

Consider claim 5, Wang clearly teaches said limitation information includes 
information for maintaining quality of said main data when reproducing the main 
data. (The content classification signal prevents the user from fast 
forwarding the video, [0028]. Fast forwarding will degrade the quality of the 
video.) 

Consider claim 6, Wang clearly teaches said transmitting device transmits said 
main data combined with said associated information through a communication 
path. (Fig. 6: The video and classification signals are transmitted via bus 
222a, [0073].) 

Consider claim 7, Wang clearly teaches said transmitting device allows 
recording said main data combined with said associated information on recording 
medium. (Fig. 6: Video recording and playback device 226 records the 
signal, [0071] and [0022].) 

Consider claim 8, Wang clearly teaches an adjuster for adjusting a frame rate of 
said main data. (If the user is fast forwarding through the video content the 
frame rate will be adjusted when a portion of the content is reached in 
which fast forwarding is prevented, [0030].) 

Consider claim 10, see claim 1. 
Consider claim 11, see claim 2. 
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Consider claim 12, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 14, see claim 5. 
Consider claim 15, see claim 6. 
Consider claim 16, see claim 7. 
Consider claim 17, see claim 8. 

Consider claim 19, see claim 1. 

Consider claim 20, Wang clearly teaches a data processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a determining device for determining whether or not indication information 
indicates limitation information for limiting reproduction operation of main 
data including at least one of audio data and image data; (Fig. 1: 
Skipping control device 14 determines if the content classification 
signal indicates the reproduction of the video signal should be 
limited, [0027]-[0028].) 

a combining device for combining said main data with associated 
information indicating said limitation information when said determining 
device determines that said indication information indicates said limitation 
information. (Fig. 6: Video plus content classification signal creation 
device 220 combines the audio and video data with a classification 
signal, which limits the reproduction of the video signal, [0028] and 
[0073].) 

Consider claim 21 , see claim 2. 
Consider claim 22, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 24, see claim 5. 

Consider claim 25, see claim 20. 
Consider claim 26, see claim 2. 
Consider claim 27, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 29, see claim 5. 

Consider claim 30, see claim 20. 

Consider claim 31, Wang clearly teaches a data processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a determining device for determining whether or not indication information 
indicates limitation information for limiting reproduction operation of main 
data including at least one of audio data and image data; (Fig. 1 : 
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Skipping control device 14 determines if the content classification 
signal indicates the reproduction of the video signal should be 
limited, [0027]-[0028].) 

a correcting device for correcting said associated information on said main 
data when said determining device determines that said indication 
information indicates said limitation information. (Fig. 8c: The manual 
content classification device reviews and modifies the content 
classification signal, [0083].) 

Consider claim 32, see claim 2. 
Consider claim 33, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 35, see claim 5. 

Consider claim 36, Wang clearly teaches said indication information is provided 
from a user. (Fig. 8c: The manual content classification device is operated 
by users, [0084].) 

Consider claim 37, see claim 31 . 
Consider claim 38, see claim 2. 
Consider claim 39, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 41, see claim 5. 
Consider claim 42, see claim 36. 

Consider claim 43, see claim 31 . 

Consider claim 55, Wang clearly teaches a data processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a determining device for determining whether or not indication information 
indicates limitation information for limiting reproduction operation of main 
data including at least one of audio data and image data; (Fig. 1: 
Skipping control device 14 determines if the content classification 
signal indicates the reproduction of the video signal should be 
limited, [0027]-[0028].) 

a reproducing device for reproducing said main data based on said 
limitation information when said determining device determines that said 
main data is combined with said associated information. (Video recording 
and reproducing device reproduces the video data in accord with the 
determination of the skipping control device, [0028]) 



Consider claim 56, see claim 2. 



.1 
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Consider claim 57, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 59, see claim 5. 

Consider claim 60, Wang clearly teaches said reproducing device reproduces 
said main data according a condition set beforehand when said main data is not 
combined with said associated information. (Fig. 8A: The reproduction of the 
video data is based on the classification signal. The classification signal is 
created by classification device 402 using conditions set before the video 
and classification signals are combined, [0078].) 

Consider claim 61, see claim 8. 

Consider claim 62, Wang clearly teaches wherein said limitation information 
indicates reproduction speed; ([0028]) and wherein said adjusting device adjusts 
a frame rate of said main data when reproducing said main data to a 
reproduction speed of said audio data and image data indicated by said limitation 
information. (If the user is fast forwarding through the video content the 
frame rate will be adjusted when a portion of the content is reached in 
which fast forwarding is prevented, [0030].) 

Consider claim 63, Wang, clearly teaches said limitation information indicates a 
speed range available for reproduction; and wherein said adjusting device 
adjusts a frame rate of said main data when reproducing said main data to a 
reproduction speed of said audio data and image data within said speed range 
indicated by said limitation information. (The content classification signal 
disables fast forwarding and skipping, the user may still pause or rewind, 
[0028].) 

Consider claim 64, Wang clearly teaches wherein said limitation information 
indicates a recommended reproduction speed; ([0028]) and wherein said 
adjusting device adjusts a frame rate of said main data when reproducing said 
main data to the recommended reproduction speed of said audio data and image 
data indicated by said limitation information. (If the user is fast forwarding 
through the video content the frame rate will be adjusted when a portion of 
the content is reached in which fast forwarding is prevented, [0030].) 

Consider claim 65, see claim 55. 
Consider claim 66, see claim 2. 
Consider claim 67, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 69, see claim 5. 
Consider claim 70, see claim 60. 
Consider claim 71, see claim 8. 
Consider claim 72, see claim 62. 
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Consider claim 73, see claim 63. 
Consider claim 74, see claim 64. 

Consider claim 75, see claim 55. 

Consider claim 76, Wang clearly teaches a data recording medium for recording 
data that combines main data including at least one of audio data and image 
data with associated information indicating limitation information for limiting 
reproduction operation of said main data. (Fig. 6: Video recording and 
playback device 226 records the video and classification signal, [0071] and 
[0022].) 

Consider claim 77, see claim 2. 
Consider claim 78, see claim 3. 
Consider claim 80, see claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the ' 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 13, 23, 28, 34, 40, 58, 68 and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Wang (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0191950) 

in view of Nakamura et al. (US Patent 7,013,477), herein Nakamura. 

Consider claims 4, 13, 23, 28, 34, 40, 58, 68 and 79, Wang clearly teaches a 
data processing apparatus providing limitation information for main data. 

However, Wang does not explicitly teach said limitation information includes 
information for limiting a display size of image when reproducing the main data. 

In an analogous art, Nakamura, which discloses a system for receiving broadcast 
video information, clearly teaches limitation information includes information for 
limiting a display size of image when reproducing the main data. (When a 
commercial is being reproduced the size of the display is set so that a 
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highlight scene may be displayed at the same time, column 34 line 42 to 
column 35 line 40.) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Wang by including 
information limiting the size of the display, as taught by Nakamura, for the benefit 
of preventing a viewer from losing interest in a program during a commercial 
(column 5 lines 25-32 Nakamura). 

7. Claims 9, 18, 44-46, 48-51, 53 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Wang (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0191950) in 

view of Nagashima et al. (US Patent 6,434,746), herein Nagashima. 

Consider claims 9 and 18, Wang clearly teaches a data processing apparatus 
providing limitation information for main data. 

However, Wang does not explicitly teach said adjuster adjusts the frame rate of 
said main data transmitted from said transmitting device by storing said main 
data temporarily on a storage medium and controlling read-out of said main data 
from said storage medium according to a bandwidth of said communication path 
referring to said limitation information. 

In an analogous art, Nagashima, which discloses a system for receiving video 
information, clearly teaches an adjuster adjusts the frame rate of said main data 
transmitted from said transmitting device by storing said main data temporarily on 
a storage medium and controlling read-out of said main data from said storage 
medium according to a bandwidth of said communication path referring to said 
limitation information. (The system monitors the traffic on the network and 
provides a lower frame rate if the traffic is heavy, column 8 lines 35-65.) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Wang by including an 
adjuster adjusting the frame rate of said main data transmitted from said 
transmitting device by storing said main data temporarily on a storage medium 
and controlling read-out of said main data from said storage medium according to 
a bandwidth of said communication path referring to said limitation information, 
as taught by Nagashima, for the benefit of transmitting the best quality video the 
network can provide (column 5 lines 1-7 Nagashima). 

Consider claim 44, Wang clearly teaches a data processing apparatus 
comprising: 
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a combining device for combining said main data with associated 
information indicating said limitation information when said determining 
device determines that said indication information indicates said limitation 
information. (Fig. 6: Video plus content classification signal creation 
device 220 combines the audio and video data with a classification 
signal, which limits the reproduction of the video signal, [0028] and 
[0073].) 

However, Wang does not explicitly teach an editing device for editing main data 
including at least one of audio data and image data. 

In an analogous art, Nagashima, which discloses a system for receiving video 
information, clearly teaches an editing device for editing main data including at 
least one of audio data and image data. (The video is edited depending oh 
the congestion of the network, column 8 lines 35-65.) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Wang by utilizing an 
editing device for editing main data including at least one of audio data and 
image data, as taught by Nagashima, for the benefit of transmitting the best 
quality video the network can provide (column 5 lines 1-7 Nagashima). 



Consider claim 


45, 


see 


claim 


2. 


Consider claim 


46, 


see 


claim 


3. 


Consider claim 


48, 


see 


claim 


5. 


Consider claim 


49, 


see 


claim 


44. 


Consider claim 


50, 


see 


claim 


2. 


Consider claim 


51, 


see 


claim 


3. 


Consider claim 


53, 


see 


claim 


5. 


Consider claim 


54, 


see 


claim 


2. 



8. Claims 47 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wang (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0191950) in view of Nagashima 
et al. (US Patent 6,434,746), as applied to claims 44 and 49 above, and further in view 
of Nakamura et al. (US Patent 7,013,477). 
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Consider claims 47 and 52, Wang combined with Nagashima, as applied to 
claims 44 and 49, clearly teaches a data processing apparatus using limitation 
information. 

However, Wang combined with Nagashima, as applied to claims 44 and 49, does 
not explicitly teach said limitation information includes information for limiting a 
display size of image when reproducing the main data. 

In an analogous art, Nakamura, which discloses a system for receiving broadcast 
video information, clearly teaches limitation information includes information for 
limiting a display size of image when reproducing the main data. (When a 
commercial is being reproduced the size of the display is set so that a 
highlight scene may be displayed at the same time, column 34 line 42 to 
column 35 line 40.) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Wang combined with 
Nagashima, as applied to claims 44 and 49, by including information limiting the 
size of the display, as taught by Nakamura, for the benefit of preventing a viewer 
from losing interest in a program during a commercial (column 5 lines 25-32 
Nakamura). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John R. Schnurr whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1458. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
- supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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